SLR SOCIETY FOR LEARNING IN RETIREMENT

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Saturday, March 5, 2011 at 1:30 pm

Gymnasium, Martin Street Community Centre

Quorum


Required: 55 members by person and by proxy


Present in person: 38+

Proxies: 44

Total members present in person and by proxy: more than 70, which constitutes a 
quorum.

Members' Moderator and Chair:  Frank Harvey-Smith

There being a quorum present the Chair called the meeting to order at 1:30pm and welcomed the members.
1. Approval of Agenda


Moved: that the agenda be approved.


Donna Duke and Edie Lavroff
Carried
2. Approval of Minutes, Annual General Meeting March 6, 2010

Moved: that the minutes be approved as circulated.


Marnie Turnell and Darlene Osterlin
Carried
3. President's Report


David Counts gave an overview of the past year in which he was co-president with Vera Ito:

i. Welcome to Lisa Hansen, representative of MEDOC. SLR now has a connection with MEDOC giving SLR members access to insurance at a discount.


ii. The change with Classroom C meant rescheduling courses in Rooms A and B. Even with this change, there is still room for more classes in the week’s schedule. One reason is that our membership is in decline, a trend of some concern, as Kelowna has large numbers of retirees. Outreach courses allows us to use different types of facilities. But we do need to keep our members together and retain the sense of community and our social network. Ingrid Lausmann keeps pamphlets with her and hands them out wherever she goes – one way to encourage more people to join us.

iii. SLR is unique in providing intellectual stimulation for older persons in that we do it for ourselves. In other cases, younger people/organizations are doing it for seniors. In May, Vera and I will be making a presentation about SLR at an Eldercollege conference at the coast.


iv. Peter Cook was a great contributor to our group in his life and after in the generous legacy he left in his will. 

3.A  Questions and discussions from the floor:


i. Q: Are all class members in outreach centres members of SLR?


    A: use of facility/class free for residents


ii. Gary Dickinson: Q: about 5 years ago the quorum was reduced to 5% of the active membership. Could this be verified?


    A: The minutes will be checked.


iii. Q: Were there conditions on Peter Cook’s bequest?


     A: Yes, a sum was set aside for the recorder orchestra


iv. Q: Has the Board looked into other facilities?


     A: David: nothing has been found so far that is suitable and affordable


v.  Ingrid Lausmann Q:  Did we pay rent? Did we have a contract?


     A: yes to the rent; no to the contract; Vera: - Friday still has only one class

vi.  Ingrid L.: has not seen an ad in the papers about the programs

vii. Statement from the floor: reported that ‘Barry Clarke said they had no right to take back Room C’.


viii. David replied that legally the Boys and Girls Club leased the building from the city and SLR rented rooms from them


ix. Q: What about the future?


       A: Vera responded the future of the building is unknown – high maintenance


x. Q: How much rent do we pay?     A: $565 which goes to maintenance; The B&G club pays the city $1 a year.

xi.  Parkinson Rec Centre addition: originally was for seniors, but the Water Street group must be moved out of their space and due to building costs the plans were reduced. This addition will be only for the Water Street Seniors’ group. (Frank Harvey-Smith, David and Vera)

3.B Registrar’s Report by Ron Lyric:


     2007     652 members            New Members   185

     2008     605                                                       155


     2009     632                                                       130

     2010     581                                                         96

                2011     494 (+)

Discussion: strong dollar – maybe more people are travelling?; strange with the number of retirees in Kelowna that our numbers are not growing – need to contact people; number of courses are decreasing; hard to get Study Guide Leaders; 
          Ilse Erwig: courses of 8 to 10 sessions are decreasing; new SGLs do 2 or 3 sessions

4. Financial Report by John Ewens:


The balance sheet at the end of the year shows $127,431. The restricted building fund has no additions except for the interest earned, because of the restrictions on its use. In 2010, the revenue over total is $45,234, due mostly to Peter Cook’s legacy. Budget versus expenses shows the money is being managed effectively.


George Kroker, present at the meeting and a previous treasurer of SLR, stated that he has looked through the records and found the report to be consistent and should be accepted.

   Motion: that the report be accepted as presented  

John Ewens/ Clarke Willis       CARRIED


John completed his final report as a member of SLR’s Board by recognizing Donna Duke’s role in the preparation of cheques for signing and Linda Grant’s position as office manager. Many thanks to them both for the work they do for SLR.

Frank Harvey-Smith recognized John for his contribution to SLR and noticed it is a “mandatory retirement” (completion of his term).

5. Nominations and Election of Directors


David Parsons has resigned from the Board.  This leaves three new seats to be filled. Each member of the Board may serve three consecutive 2-year terms. 


Vera Ito presented the slate of nominees: standing for election for a 2-year term are David Counts, Donna Duke, Vera Ito, Ron Lyric, Joan Sande and Marnie Turnell. There were no further nominations. The nominations were closed and the directors were re-elected by acclamation.

New nominees are Lori Marshall, Doug Whitehead and Dan Wray. There were no further nominations. The nominations were closed and the new directors were elected to their first 2-year term by acclamation.
6. Questions and Comments from the Members

i. Vera addressed the meeting to urge members to attend a session on Fraud ABC,  currently running on Wednesdays. The speakers come from Kamloops Senior Centre to address issues specific to seniors.

ii. Q: When does the newsletter come?  A: The new issue will be in the mail and received next week


iii. Peter Kargl: Q. What is the mayor doing to address the aging population?


     Vera: A. Nothing we are aware of at this point

7. MEDOC presentation by Lisa Hansen:


MEDOC provides comprehensive insurance and the travel insurance program is especially convenient for seniors. Payment can be made monthly or in a lump sum and is on automatic renewal until formally cancelled. There is a 90 day health stability clause. You do not have to report each trip. A 35 day trip policy can be extended if needed. There are three different rates depending on your personal needs with a $1000 deductible clause available. It is a year long insurance.

8. Adjournment

There being no further business, at 2:30pm, Frank Harvey-Smith moved to adjourn the meeting.


Submitted by Jill Starky, Secretary


